Write Your Own
Next Time You See Book
A Mentor Text Study for Elementary Students
Teachers,
Below is an outline of how the Next Time
You See books can be used as mentor
texts for student writing. These activities
were inspired by and developed with
second grade teacher, Melissa Oakley who
led this Mentor Text Study with her
second graders.
Included here are several resources
(lessons, student pages, and videos) you can use. Please feel free to pick and choose,
extend or shorten, and modify these lessons to work best for your students. There
are many ways to guide a mentor text study and no one knows they best version for
your students better than you! I hope you find these resources helpful and that your
students will experience a sense of wonder as they write and share their own Next
Time You See books.
I would like to give a huge thank you to Melissa Oakley for coming up with the idea
of a Next Time You See Mentor Text Study, inviting me into her classroom for her
students to share their Next Time You See books, and for her willingness to share
this process with other teachers and students.
- Emily Morgan
Student Pages
• OWL Chart (Observations, Wonderings, Learnings)
• Choosing a Topic
• Syntu
• MVP (Most Valuable Point)
• Planning Guide
Videos
• Video 1: Meet Emily Morgan
• Video 2: Why I Wrote the Next Time You See Books
• Video 3: Discovering the Pattern
• Video 4: Choosing a Topic
• Video 5: Bring on the Research
• Video 6: Revisions, Revisions, Revisions!
• Video 7: About the Photos
• Video 8: Time to Share

Lesson 1: Introduce the Series
• Show students the covers of all of the Next Time You See books. Tell students
that all of the books in this series were written by the same author. Ask
students what all of the books have in common. (e.g. They are all about
nature, they all have the same title, they are illustrated with photos, and so
on.)
• Choose one of the Next Time You See books and read the “Note to Parents and
Teachers” at the beginning of the book that explains that the books are
intended to be read after experiencing the natural object/phenomenon.
• Have students observe the natural object or phenomenon featured in the
book you choose (e.g. seashells, pill bugs, maple seeds, etc.). An OWL Chart is
a simple way to guide this observation time. Students can fill out the O
column (Observations) and the W (wonderings) before reading and the L
column (Learnings) after reading the book.
• Repeat with other Next Time You See books so students become familiar with
the pattern of the books. You can find more before and after activities to go
along with the Next Time You See books at
emilymorganbooks.com/resources.
• After sharing several books, introduce the idea of a Mentor Text Study.
Explain that after reading these books and studying their structure and
wording, students will have the opportunity to write their own Next Time
You See book about a natural object of their choice. Show VIDEO 1: Meet
Emily Morgan.
I like what Kathleen Neagle Sokolowski says about mentor text studies, “When
students study a mentor text, they have already enjoyed it first as a reader —
reading or listening to the piece read aloud. Once the text is familiar, it can be reread
with the lens of reading like a writer: just how was the author able to put the words
together in a way that stirred emotion, caught the reader’s attention or somehow
changed your mind? Reading like a writer is the key to studying mentor texts. As a
writer, you read to see patterns and notice how words are put together so you can
try that in your own writing.” Mentor Texts: Writing Workshop Fundamentals
For more on mentor text studies, see Rebecca Alber’s article Using Mentor Texts to
Motivate and Support Student Writers. https://www.edutopia.org/blog/usingmentor-text-motivate-and-support-student-writers-rebecca-alber
Lesson 2: Author’s Purpose
• After reading several Next Time You See books, give each student an index
card and ask them what they think the author’s purpose is in this series. Have
them record any evidence from the books that supports their idea.
• Tell students that you can learn more about an author by visiting their
website. Have them visit emilymorganbooks.com and look for more clues
about the author’s purpose and record those on their index cards.
• You may also want to show students some of the Next Time You See book
trailers for more evidence.
• Have students discuss their ideas and evidence about the author’s purpose.
• Show students the VIDEO 2: Why I Wrote the Next Time You See Books.

Lesson 3: Discovering the Pattern
• Tell students books from a series often have a certain pattern that they
follow. Ask them to notice the similarities of the books in the Next Time You
See series, in other words, the features that are the same in each book. You
may want to have students work in pairs or small groups with at least two of
the books to look for the pattern before the whole class discussion. Examples
of the pattern include: Title, Note to Parents and Teachers, questions on
certain pages, the final question on the last page, the photo credit 2-page
spread, the activities page at the end, etc.
• After this discussion, show students the VIDEO 3: Discovering the Pattern of
the Next Time You See Books.

Lesson 4: Looking at Language
• Have students work in small
groups to review Next Time
You See books searching for
and collecting words that invite
the readers to think and
wonder about the subject in
the book. Make a list of words
and phrases on chart paper
that support the author’s
purpose.

Lesson 4: Choosing a Topic
• Show students the video titled, VIDEO 4: Choosing a Topic.
• Create a list of criteria together for possible topics such as:
o Something in nature
o Something common - most people could observe
o Something interesting
• Give students the Choosing a Topic student page and have them make a list of
possible topics. (A quiet walk outdoors in a natural area can give students
inspiration and ideas for a common natural object to feature in their book.)
They can list some interesting facts about each to help make their decision.
• When students decide on a topic, they can circle it to let you know their
choice.
• Optional: Have students write a Syntu about their natural object, which will
give them the opportunity to observe it closely and think about how the
object makes them feel.
Lesson 5: Researching Your Topic
• Ask students how they plan to learn more about their topic. They might
suggest books, websites, experts, etc. Explain that the most important thing
when writing nonfiction is getting the facts right. Have a discussion on how
to make sure they are using reliable resources.
• Show students the video titled, VIDEO 5: Bring on the Research.
• Give students the OWL student page to record their Observations,
Wonderings, and Learnings.
• After students have had ample time to research their topic, have them use
the MVP student page to determine what information they want to include in
their book.
Lesson 7: Writing and Revising
• Give students the Planning Guide student page. Have them begin working on
their writing.
• Check in with students periodically asking them to share their work.
• After students have had time to make a good start on the planning guide,
show them the video titled, VIDEO 6: Revisions, Revisions, Revisions!
• Tell students that they will be acting as reviewers for each other during their
writing process. When student have finished their writing, have them share
one-on-one with a peer. You may want to model how to provide helpful
feedback in a kind way by role playing this peer review process with a
student before students do this process on their own.
• Tell students that you will be acting as their editor to help them make their
writing the best it can be. Edit their writing on the student page and sign off
at the bottom when they are ready to begin putting it into book format.

Lesson 8: The Power of Pictures
• Ask students what they notice about the illustrations in the Next Time You
See books. They might notice that they are all photographs, they are close-up
and detailed, they are mostly taken outdoors, and so on.
• In small groups, ask student to look through one of the books specifically at
how the photographs match up with the text - asking themselves why a
particular photograph used to illustrate a certain page. Have each group
choose a page about which to share their ideas on why that photograph was
used.
• Show students the video titled, VIDEO 7: About the Photos.
• Have students begin choosing photos for their books being sure to give credit
to the source. You may even have students take some of the photographs for
their books.
Lesson 9: Putting it All Together
• Have students put their words and photos together to create their books.
They can do this by hand or electronically. Melissa Oakley, who developed
this mentor text study, had her students use Google Slides to create their
books.
• Show VIDEO 8: Time to Share. Have students share their books with others.
Here are a few ideas:
o Author read-aloud to the class
o Book display where they can read each others’ books during reading
time
o Author read-aloud to other classes

